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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Friday 7 October Deadline for SAE   

  Early Bird registration discount  
Thursday 20 October Friday Workgroup Exhibition   

“Elements”  opens  
Discovery Centre, CSIRO 

Friday 21 October Cranleigh Art Show  opens  Cranleigh School, Holt 
Friday 28 October Monthly Meeting    

  ‘Pepe’s Passion for Paper’  
     by Pepe Ianello   &  
  Judi Power Thomson   
     SAE Workshop preview 

7.00pm  
ASOC Studio  
M16 Artspace 
 

Sat-Sun 29-30 October Lesley Wallington Workpshop Collage and Gouache 
November No monthly meeting   
Sunday  11 December   
 

ASOC Christmas Afternoon Tea 2.00-4.00 pm   
ASOC Studio  
M16 Artspace 

2012   
Monday 9 January Summer Art Experience 

Commences  
Kingsford Smith School, Holt 
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PREVIOUS NEWSLETTER 
Thank you Annette Sadler for editing the last 
newsletter.  My holiday was much more relaxed 
knowing the newsletter was in such safe hands.  
Please note that all contributions for December/ 
January newsletter should be sent to Margaret 
Flanagan at m.m.flanagan@bigpond.com by 
Friday 18th November. 

Margaret Flanagan, Editor 
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ASOC RAFFLE  

We need all our members to be proactive in selling 
our raffle tickets. The Prizes are two wonderful 
paintings by Rodney Symmons and An Pan (see 
our website to view them) to the value of $4000 
donated to the Society.  The winners will be drawn 
at the SAE in January 2012.  This is an important 
fundraiser, so it is important that we all play a part in 
ensuring that it raises the maximum amount for the 
benefit of our Society and thereby us, its members.  

Tickets are only $3 each or 4 for $10.   Members 
can be issued with a book of 20 tickets with a flyer 
with photographs of the prizes, by emailling Leigh 
Murray at leighraym@yahoo.com.au, or phoning 
6282 4062.  Leigh will post them out, enclosing an 
addressed envelope for the return of stubs and 
cheque or money order (made out to ASOC) to 
cover the amount sold. 

Individual tickets can be purchased by sending a 
cheque or money order to Leigh Murray at 20 
McNicoll St. Hughes ACT 2605, who will post them 
to you. 

With 2500 tickets to sell and a membership of just 
over 300 it would only need each member to sell 8 
tickets for the raffle to fully subscribe. Surely not too 
difficult!!   We urge you all to help make this a great 
success. 
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ASOC AS A DYNAMIC COMMUNITY 

 
We have just had that wonderful annual ASOC event, the Spring Exhibition .  It is always a joy to experience the quality and 
vibrance of what our members create during the year.  It is also a time when we enjoy sharing our endeavours with friends, 
relatives, and members of the public.  It is a great opportunity to tell people what it is we do and how much it matters to us.  For 
some it is the first time that they find the courage to display their work in public. 

We know that some of the works on display have their origin in various workgroups  that have become such a central feature 
of ASOC.  The supportive and stimulating environments that have been created in our M16 studio have been important for 
many members.  

Some members entered the Molonglo Catchment prize after hearing the leaders of that group and the Friends of Grasslands 
speak at a monthly meeting .  Some members took home the odd stalk of native grass from the display we had in our studio 
after that meeting. Twenty-nine members copied masterworks and entered them in the John Myatt Prize for Fabulous Fakes, 
which was created out of John’s generous financial gift to us.  This was one of the outcomes of having John tutor at our 2010 
Summer Art Experience . 

There are many other positive outcomes of the SAE, that other major event in our annual calendar.  Not least, of course, are 
the leaps in artistic development that many people make after attending in January.  That has certainly been the case for me: I 
really started my art activity late in life by participating for the first time in a course at the 2003 SAE.  That workshop was in 
watercolour.  When I decided to shift in a new direction a few years later I did so by attending Lynn Diefenbach’s pastel work-
shop at the 2008 SAE.  Then in 2010 I wanted to return to a focus in life drawing so I attended a SAE workshop in that area. 

Each time my experience in the six SAEs I have attended proved vitally important in propelling me along in a particular medium, 
supporting me to try something very different, or helping me combine approaches and mediums.  There was always stimulation 
and plenty of challenge presented in that intensively focused period in January. 

Those who attend the SAE now have the opportunity of keeping up the momentum gained in new approaches, in a new 
medium or in general expertise. At the January monthly meeting we invite members to show and speak to their works from the 
SAE. Then they can participate in one of our eight workgroups.   In such a group a member might then work towards exhibiting 
new work in our Spring exhibition.  Full circle! 

So we can see dynamic links exist between our exhibition, ASOC workgroups, monthly meetings and the annual SAE.  Signs 
that our community is a very healthy and developing one.     Best wishes, 

��������	��������	��������	��������	� ���

While our major exhibition is now resting for another year, we are looking forward to being involved in the “Elements” exhibition 
of our Friday Abstract and Experimental workgroup on October 20 at the Discovery Centre.  The next night members are 
exhibiting in and supporting the Cranleigh Art Show.  I hope to see many of you at these exhibitions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

        

CRANLEIGH ART SHOW  

Works for a Cause: Our annual art show raises money for Cranleigh School, a school for children with 
disabilities.  This year we are raising money for a wheelchair accessible bus so that the children can access 
activities in the community. 

Canberrans can admire and purchase high quality works by over 70 local artists and Cranleigh students.  
The show aims to promote local Canberra artists and the artistic talents of the Cranleigh students. 

The show has a fabulous community feel and is well attended by business and community members from 
around Canberra.   It is run in partnership between Cranleigh School, the Parents & Citizens Association, 
the Capital Chemist Group and the Artists Society of Canberra, and is sponsored by a number of local 
businesses. 

Opening Night Friday October 21, 7-9pm 

The Governor General Ms Quentin Bryce AC will be opening the show 

Live Music  Delicious food and wine served   Silent Auction    Tickets $15 at the door 

Weekend Opening Times   Saturday October 22, 10am – 4pm  and Sunday October 23, 10am – 1pm 
Entry by donation 

Sunday Specials: Snap up a bargain on Sunday where many of our unsold works will be reduced by 25%. 

Further details can be found  at  http://www.cranleighcapitalchemistartshow.org/ 
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ASOC ABSTRACT AND EXPERIMENTAL GROUP INAUGURAL EXHI BITION 

The Friday Group members have been working towards 
this event all year and are now finalising their paintings 
for an exciting exhibition.   

Each exhibiting artist will be hanging a coherent ‘suite’ of 
paintings on the theme of “Elements”.  However, as each 
member is unique, you will be treated to an intriguing 
variety of techniques and styles.   

ASOC  President Tim Hardy will open the show and all 
ASOC members and their friends are invited to come 
along, view the paintings and enjoy some camaraderie with 
fellow artists over wine and cheese. 

 

Participating members include: 

Sue Cook, Joan Costanzo, Lynn Nicholas, 
Cheryl Parkins, Kim Serjeant, Peggy Spratt, 
Rosemary von Behrens, Tricia Wheatstone, 
Peter Wyrdeman. 

Elements Exhibition 

Opening by Tim Hardy 6.00pm 

Thursday 20 October 
CSIRO Discovery Centre, Clunies Ross Drive, 
Acton 
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ASOC SPONSORS CRANLEIGH STUDENT 
AWARDS 
ASOC is now sponsoring five Encouragement 
Awards (of $25 value each) for students who 
enter the excellent Student section of their annual 
show.  These awards will be decided by votes of 
visitors. Tim Hardy has been invited to present 
them to the winning students at a school assem-
bly. 
 
NEW PASTEL WORKGROUP TO GET 
UNDERWAY 
We are delighted that Jenny Robbins has offered 
to start up a new workgroup in pastel.  This was 
one medium we needed to focus on, and now it is 
going to happen.  It will run on Mondays, 10 am 
to 2pm, commencing in November.   Details are 
included in the Workgroup News section later in 
this newsletter.  And there you will find contact 
details if you have enquiries or wish to register for 
the group.  Like all our workgroups it will cost you 
only $2 per week in our studio.  Many thanks 
Jenny, for taking on this role of convening the 
group. 

 
 
M16 ARTSPACE OPEN DAY 
On 21 August ASOC had a very successful day 
as part of the celebrations of M16’s first anniver-
sary.  The workgroup displays looked vibrant and 
attracted a lot of attention.  As did the members 
who were practicing their art.  We had many 
enquiries about membership and the workgroups, 
and we vigorously promoted the SAE workshops. 
Raffle ticket sales were pretty constant.   We 
welcomed many friends of ASOC, including Jon 
Stanhope who was very supportive of the estab-
lishment of the the Artspace at Griffith.  Thanks to 
all members who participated. 
 
SPRING EXHIBITION 2012 
It is excellent news that Jacquie Rogers has 
offered to coordinate our Spring Exhibition in 
2012.  Jacquie has previously acted as coordina-
tor and will bring all that expertise to her role.  In 
addition, she has played a central role in the past 
two exhibitions carrying out many critical tasks, 
including sponsorship and the catalogue con-
struction. 

Peggy Spratt                                    Land 

Peter Wyredeman                          Untitled  
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WAYS WITH WATERCOLOUR 

Ways with Watercolour Group recently 
spent a wonderful Wednesday at Lanyon 
Homestead painting and drawing and doing 
tonal studies of the historic old buildings, 
sheds and machinery and also the beautiful 
scenery.  There are so many subjects to 
paint that it warrants another day out at 
Lanyon.  We all took a break to enjoy a 
lovely lunch together. 
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SUNDAY AFTERNOON MONTHLY MEETINGS 
We had great success with our monthly meetings 
held throughout winter, with attendances of 40 or 
more people each time.  Many expressed their 
appreciation of this move, and we saw some 
members attend who cannot or will not drive at 
night.  We are considering extending the Sunday 
time for meetings to apply for a longer period 
during the year.  Whatever is decided it will not 
suit all, so do let members of the Management 
Committee know your preference. 
 
ENTRY TO OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS BY 
MAIN DOOR ONLY 
For all future monthly meetings members you will 
have to enter via the corridor from the M16 front 

door.  It becomes too difficult to handle people 
coming in the two entrances when the double 
doors to the outside are also open. 
 
UPDATES 
At the bottom of each email Update Tim Hardy 
has had the message for many months 
“PLEASE DO NOT USE THE REPLY BUTTON 
ON THIS PAGE. IF YOU WANT TO CONTACT 
ME SEND YOUR EMAIL TO 
timahardy@hotmail.com ”   Unfortunately some 
members ignore this request.  When you hit the 
Reply button it creates extra work as the reply 
does not go directly to Tim. 
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New displays are going up from many of the workgroups in 
October.  These have become quite a feature of our studio, 
and other members are always interested to learn what is 
going on in the different groups. And two exciting develop-
ments in our workgroup program are: 

ABSTRACT AND EXPERIMENTAL GROUP EXHIBITION 
“ELEMENTS” 

The Friday Group members are getting ready with some 
excitement for a public showing of the works that they 
create in the ASOC Studio.   Opening 6pm,  Thursday 20 
October, CSIRO Discovery Centre, Clunies Ross Drive, 
Acton.   

Open 9-5 pm Sunday – Friday and continuing until 3 pm 
Sunday 6 November.  Make sure you visit this show. 

MEMBERS MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 
OCTOBER    Friday 28 October, at 7pm “Pepe’s Passio n for Paper!” 
Pepe Ianello  (from Pepe’s Paperie) is going to talk about and illustrate with samples different types of 
paper, and why they are used for drawing, painting, and printing. This will be an interactive session.  
Come prepared with lots of questions.   Pepe has had a life long affair with paper and the passion runs in 
his family.  

Judi Power Thomson will also give a preview of her SAE workshop, Abstracting the Figure. This work-
shop in mixed media should be of major interest to those who are interested in abstraction, working with 
the figure or using mixed media. Or all of the aforementioned! 
 
NOVEMBER   No meeting  
 
DECEMBER   XMAS AFTERNOON TEA  Sunday 11 December 2-4pm 
After last year’s successful get together in our studio we decided to do it again this year.  Just an informal 
gathering with nice food and drinks.  Karin Wetselaar, the dynamic principal of Cranleigh School, will talk 
to us briefly around 3pm about the challenges and achievements of educating children with disabilities. 
(Karin’s visit will promote our partnership with that school and its lovely Art Show.) 
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FUN WITH PRINTMAKING 

Our small printmaking group meets each Tuesday 
afternoon. Having experimented with monoprints 
and linocuts, we submitted four entries to the 
printmaking section of ASOC's spring exhibition. 
Two printmakers from the Canberra Art Workshop 
also hold their workshop at M16 on a Tuesday 
afternoon and provide us with inspiration. They 
produce varied monoprints, generally in black, 
using sticks, combs, matting or whatever comes to 
hand for their effects. 
 
A trip to visit printmaker Marianne Courtenay's 
studio near Braidwood is on the cards for October. 
We welcome new members to our group and  
would like to get our hands on a second hand 
printing press which would increase the scope of 
our artwork. Please contact Margaret Flanagan 
(m.m.flanagan@bigpond.com) or Tim Hardy (6258 
7178) if you know of one. 
 
Judy Kelly,  Acting Coordinator. 

NEW MONDAY WORKGROUP – “PASTEL EXPLORERS” 

Mondays 10:00 am to 2:00pm  and to be convened by highly regarded and experienced pastellist,  
Jenny Robbins. 

A workgroup for all budding or experienced pastelli sts .  Participants will be free to choose their own 
subject matter or to work from a common theme selected by the group, such as a still life set up or explor-
ing and experimenting with techniques used by known pastel artists.  We will also use the opportunity to 
combine pastel with other media, using pastel with watercolour or with solvents, inks, etc. and on a variety 
of supports, both traditional and experimental.   This is an opportunity to really play with this exc iting 
painting tool, and to learn why those who already l ove pastel become so passionate about it.    
Bring your lunch and let’ s explore and play.   For  all information contact Jenny Robbins  on  
02 62901948 or email jlrartist@grapevine.com.au .  Suggested starting date early November. 

For enquires about vacancies in a workgroup please contact the convenor listed below: 

FACE & FIGURE  -  Tuesdays 10.00am-1.00pm 
Maureen Lawrentin  maureen.lawrentin@gmail.com or  
6254-4179 (evenings best) 

FUN WITH PRINTMAKING  -  Tuesdays 1.30- 4.30pm 
Margaret Flanagan 6286 5647 or 0418 263 492 
m.m.flanagan@bigpond.com 

WAYS WITH WATERCOLOUR GROUP  -   
Wednesdays 10.00am-2.00pm  
Anne Wright   6242 9394 or annehilda.wright@gmail.com 

ALL COMERS  -  Thursdays 9.30am-12.30pm  
Beginners to experienced artists are very welcome.    
Diane Alder, 6288 8862  or Roy  Machan   6288 3925 

FLORA & FAUNA  -  Thursdays 1.00pm-4.00pm   
Vivien Pinder, 6242 9699 or vpinder@homemail.com.au  

ABSTRACT AND EXPERIMENTAL  -   
Fridays 10.00am-4.00pm   
Patricia Wheatstone, 6248 8006 or  0401 916 113.  

SATURDAY SESSIONS -  1.30-4.30 pm   
Katie Volter (a/h only) on 0419760681 or ka-
tie.volter@hotmail.com 

 

��������
 
Happy New Year!  
 

 

Welcome to the latest update from your Library Lock er           

WHATS NEW!  
ASOC has taken out a new subscription to The Artist's Magazine which is a best-selling monthly publi-
cation from the US. It covers all media, and will be of interest to members of all skill levels. Its articles take 
you into some of the issues and complexities of creating art that unfortunately some magazines avoid. Its 
format is varied and vibrant. October 2011 is the first issue we have available. 

Australian Artist No.326 August 2011 
Watercolour  - Ray Barnett Colours of Cuba Pt.2  + Breaking down complexity into simplicity with  by Alvaro 
Castagnet.   
Pastel  - Using pastels tips & secrets + Wildlife & Portraits by Patrick Hedges 
Oil - Painting familiar or treasured subjects by Christine Caffarella-Pearce. 
Mixed Media - Painting towards an exhibition by Marijke Greenway 

Australian Artist No. 327 September 2011 
Watercolour -  How to keep the sparkle in your paintings 
Pastel - Art of using colour 
Oil  - Painting the Pilbara & The beauty of the banal; a study of light on the everyday 
Also …..How do you maintain Value? And much more 

�������������	
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International Artist No.80 August/Sept 2011 
South Australian John McCartin [who has tutored for ASOC] is the Grand Prize Winner in IA magazine 
challenge no.64 with painting “Dairy D’Light”. 
Acrylics  - Out of the dark and into the light + Drawing in 24ct Gold with Gordon Hanley 
Oils  - James Gurney Masterclass on Atmospheric effects on sunsets 
Pastel - Spontaneous but accurate 
Dry Media - Catching the elusive moment in time 
Also….Children’s book artists and much more 

NEW DVDs 
- Painting Hands  demonstration by John Howard Sanden.  
- Painting Water with Pastels by Carmella Jarvi. 2010 
- Figures in Pastel by Tom Coates 
- A Passion for Paint  by Herman Pekel. "In this DVD Herman (who has tutored for ASOC) in a very engag-
ing and enthusiastic manner paints in a number of bush locations in Victoria. His approach encourages the 
viewer to try painting in a loose and impressionistic way. He uses oils, but a painter in any medium will 
enjoy and value Herman's advice."  

…..and NEW BOOKS 
- Peter Griffen In and Out of Abstraction . With a signed personal note to ASOC thanking the Society for 
the opportunity to teach at the SAE. This book covers his works on the Australian landscape expressing 
illusionist and realistic elements which are drawn together by means of colour. The images painted recall a 
place interpreted with abstract and illusionist images. Peter has added comments, explanation or simple 
thoughts on many of his images in the book. 

Happy perusing & painting 
���������������������������������������������������� ������� �  
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2011 SPRING EXHIBITION REPORT

By all accounts our Spring Exhibition was a great 
success.  We had approximately 800 visitors enjoy the 
diverse subjects and styles of 117 members.  It is 
particularly pleasing to note this increase in the number 
of members exhibiiting, including those who did so for 
the very first time.  Well done! 

 

The hall at the Wesley Centre has many advantages, 
not least its size and day lighting.  But it has pitfalls if 
one is not aware of them.  However this year, being the 
second time we had been there, we were aware of 
potential hazards and managed these well. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

The duty roster was placed on the website for the first 
time a week before the opening and it had 73 hits 
which shows it was valued by exhibiting members. 

The lighting in the hall at night was immeasurably 
improved by our purchasing and installing floodlights 
down the sides of the hall.  (If we return there we must 
do the same for the murky foyer!) 

The local print media were very supportive in promot-
ing our show with articles and photos, with particular 
interest shown in the John Myatt Prize. We were well 
covered by Lynn Mills, Diana Streak and Helen Musa, 
all of whom visited the exhibition. 

Greg Bayliss from 666ABC again demonstrated by 
opening our show how fortunate we are to have such 
community oriented presenters in our local media.   

*Quote: Every good painter paints what he is.   
Jackson Pollock 

For a full list of winners go to page 12. 

The rush is on: receiving 454 works in an hour! 

The chain gang 
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The Opening itself attracted a likely record opening 
crowd of 170  people. Overall we had approximately 
800 visitors to the show. 

The exhibition again proved to be an excellent oppor-
tunity to promote our Society, the SAE and our raffle 
with $910 of tickets sold. 

There were 454 entries in the different sections.  Not 
one work went astray or was damaged which is always 
a relief with such a large number of works. 

Our judges Bernard Hardy and Julie Bradley worked 
very well as a team, and were not pressured by time 
constraints as they had been last year.  They started 
their big task at 8am on the Friday.  Julie has provided 
written comments on major prize winners and these 
follow this report. Many thanks to Julie and Bernard. 

The number of entries in the Molonglo Catchment prize 
at 49 was possibly a record.  And that outcome was 
very pleasing given the narrowing of the focus for the 
first time.  The Native Grasslands theme gave this 
section a coherence it has never really had.  The 
Molonglo Catchment Group and the Friends of Grass-
lands were delighted with the display and entries, 
commenting how good the publicity had been for their 
own activities.  The FOG people are publishing an 
article with photos about the show in their newsletter. 

The John Myatt prize  was greatly enjoyed by many.  
We received numerous comments about how interest-
ing and enjoyable the section was.  Members com-
mented on how much they had learned from the work 
of copying.  I sent a selection of photos of the section 
and the judges comments to Rosemary and John 
Myatt.  While people were overwhelmingly positive 
about the section, I noted to John that I heard a couple 
of comments that the section did not have a place in 
our show. In response John commented:  "For 400 
years copying the Master's work was the first thing you 
did as an art apprentice and was always considered a 
valuable teaching method in art academies the world 
over until the early 1900's. The only way to learn how 
to paint is by painting, and to restrict the scope of what 
can be painted in this pursuit is quite simply wrong 
minded.  Even now I learn so much from working in the 
style of other artists that I defy anyone to say that it has 
not been time well spent." 

SALES 

Statistics on sales are helpful to the organisers and 
also to entrants when setting prices of their works.   

Total number of sales: 35,  being 8% of 454 entries 

Total value of sales: $10,830 

Median price: $260   Average price: $309 

Number of sales of works priced $400 and above: 7  
Highest price $625 

It is very interesting to learn that half of the paintings 
sold for less than $260.  Only three were over $500.  

Some members might be concerned at the sales 
situation.  So I went back to newsletter reports of the 
2007 and 2008 exhibitions held at the Albert Hall.   
Over the 10 days of the show in 2007 there were 700 
visitors, and in 2008 1000 visitors in 10 days.  Our 800 
over three days compares very well.   But sales were 
much higher in 2007-08.   In 2007 the average sale 
price was $308 (virtually identical to this year’s aver-
age) but around 18% sold, and in 2008 there was a 
similar figure. So the sales statistics have changed 
substantially from a few years ago.  There is no doubt 
that selling art has become more difficult since the 
GFC, and other Societies are reporting that.   Would 
we do better back at the Albert Hall over a week?  We 
are debating that. 

In the lead up to the exhibition a number of newer 
members sought my advice on pricing their works.  I 
said to them after sharing my approach that I would 
write something for the newsletter about this, and I will 
do so next year. 

Congratulations to the following members who sold 
paintings (one or more): Bev Gaykema, Jacquie King, 
Jill Mail, Nicki Hall, Maureen Lawrentin, An Pan, Trevor 
Harradine, Patrick Crone, Gillian Bellas, Jeanette 
Robbins, Josie White, Lyn Nickols, Sylvia Hughes-
Mann, Valerie Spear, Shirley Fisher, Marie Sexton, Isla 
Patterson, Elizabeth Schick, Dawn Wilson, Kathy 
MacLaren, Lindsay Tassie, Dagmara Anders, Denise 
Moule, Tim Hardy, Jim Garrett, Rhonda Harris, Sandra 
House, Eva Henry 

THANK YOU 

Our wonderful sponsors were listed in the last news-
letter and the catalogue.  ASOC again thanks them for 
their generous support. 

A great big thank you to all the volunteers at the show 
who made it possible.  The teamwork was first rate.  
The signing in of works was done very effectively this 
time.  The erection of the screens and the hanging of 

Part of our "little corner of Paris" 
 

Yvonne Dourdlakis of Yarralumla IGA sponsor 
 

Yvonne Dourdlakis of Yarralumla IGA sponsor 
of the Best Still Life with Tim Hardy 
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the works was a miracle to behold: such hard work and 
concentrated energy over five hours. The catering was 
first rate and the people on sales and the welcome 
desk did a great job. 

Another huge thank you to the exhibition committee 
who worked so hard during the show, but also in the 
lead up to it.  Days and weeks of preparation of count-
less task areas.  Only those who work behind the 
scenes know how much members owe these people.  
Many is the tale that could be told of how members 
worked away vigorously to save the Society expenses 
in delivering excellent outcomes.   They are: Tony 
Arjonilla, Ray Barnett, Joan Costanzo, Shirley Fisher, 
Val Fitzpatrick, Maureen Lawrentin, Bev Gaykema,  
Anne Gould, Sylvia Hughes-Man, Jenny Millett, Leigh 
Murray, Graham Parkins, Jacquie Rogers, Patricia 
Wheatstone.  

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD 
There is a very good and comprehensive record of our 
exhibition and its Opening at our website: go to 
http://www.asoc.net.au/9218/Exhibitions/2011_Spring_
Exhibition_Molonglo_Catchment_Art_Prize/    

 

 
��������	��������	��������	��������	� ���
Exhibition Coordinator
 
 
JUDGES’ COMMENTS ON SOME OF THE MAJOR PRIZE WINNERS
 
We would like to congratulate all the entrants on 
such a high standard of work this year. 

Molonglo Catchment Art Prize 

Winner  –Sandra House 
”Molongolo Grasslands Triptych”. 

This triptych shows the long view through the use of 3 
perspectives to create the overall impression .The use 
of subtle colours-earth colours- are muted and create a 
sense of stillness and quiet in these works   This work 
displays a refined and deep understanding of colour. 

2nd place- Carolyn Lawrence 
” Grasslands” 

Texture enlivens the surface of this work and along 
with a simple composition of horizontals creates an 
arresting image which speaks of climatic conditions 
and emotion. 

3rd place -An Pan 
 “Sun rise” 

Interesting contrast of earth tones against cool greens.  
Formally the composition in a horizontal format sug-
gests the “bigness” of our landscape and the device of 
a diagonal to draw the eye to the sun works well. 
Harmony is achieved through the overall treatment of 
both colour and texture-a very attractive image. 

John Myatt Prize for Fabulous Fakes  
Winner  -Jeanette Robbins   
“Madonna and child with St. John  
(Aldobrandini Madonna)”. 

This work demonstrates a skilful understanding of local 
colour with the use of “Sfumato” technique of blurring 
the landscape which gives a sense of depth in the 
image. Strong contrasts of scale work well also. Excel-
lent use of acrylic paint to mimic the original oil tech-
nique.  This work stood out to both judges immediately  

 
and is so good a copy it could be real a fabulous fake!    
Well-done Jeanette! 

2nd place  - Di Klima 
 “The Four Witches”. 

A very convincing replica which imitates very well the 
original characteristics of the artwork such as the 
gathering of the four figures to create a focal point and 
the directional line of the cross hatching in rendering 
the figures. The transfer of information from the original 
in areas such as the contrasting tonal values of light 
and dark and the understanding of proportions creates 
an excellent copy of the Durer work. 

3rd place -Bev Gaykema 
”Bathers at La Grenouillere” 

This works shows particular skill in matching the 
palette used by Monet and catches the feeling of light 
which the impressionists were trying to represent.  
There is luminosity, brightness and the effect of spar-
kling light reflected on water. Good use of complemen-
tary colours red and green in particular.  

BEST OF SHOW 

Winner  –Patricia Wheatstone  “Remnants from a 
Good Weekend “ 

This work was obviously chosen for the image to 
promote the ASOC exhibition because of its graphic 
qualities and the same characteristics of this work were 
the reason we choose this work as the best in show.  

These characteristics of the work are – visually it has a 
lot of impact; it is a memorable image and holds your 
attention;  there are strong contrasts in colour and 
forms in this work ; it is an original/unexpected subject 
for a painting; it evokes a sense of joy . 

Congratulations to all the prize winners.   
������������	�������������	�������������	�������������	� and ������������������������������������������������

Finishing touches by one of the fantastic hanging teams 

 

 
"Don't forget the sacredness of the open space" 

                                                             John Olsen       
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A VIEW OF WHAT IS ON OFFER 

 
The SAE is not for everyone I know: finances, the 
intensity of 5 days etc. But if you are able to attend in 
January, I cannot recommend the event enough.  We 
have a great group of artists/tutors coming, many of 
whom we know well from previous SAEs.  Others who 
are new to us have been chosen because of their high 
standing in the art and teaching community. 

Here is my take on the tutors and workshops,  in no 
particular order. 

Pauline Adair:  a returning popular and highly re-
spected tutor who will focus on life drawing taking you 
through a range of media 

Judi Power Thomson:  will challenge you in abstract-
ing the figure.  Join Judi for an exciting ride using 
mixed media! (As we go to press we learn that Judi is a 
finalist in the prestigious Portia Geach prize.) 

Peter Griffen:  we know Peter well as he has been to 
at least 4 previous SAEs, and is a leading and fun 
abstract painter. 

Chan Dissanyake:  our own Chan generously shares 
his expertise to help us achieve the sort of luminosity 
and excitement we see in his works. 

Nic Canosa:  returning by popular demand, Nic will 
help you develop those skills so essential for making 
watercolours glow 

Jenni Kelly:  a new tutor whose work is excitingly fresh 
and she will have you boldly experimenting with acryl-
ics 

Richard Rogers:  returning after a very successful 
workshop this year.  His new DVD in our library shows 
why he is such a sought after tutor in acrylics. 

Julie Bradley:  is now no stranger to us after a very 
successful workshop earlier in the year and after 
judging our exhibition.  Julie will help you develop 
essential drawing skills. 

Robyn Ross:  how very fortunate we are to have 
Robyn come to the SAE.  An artist of international  

 

stature (check out her website).  If painting portraits in 
oil interests you, join Robyn’s class! 

Lyn Mellady:  pastel artists will want to consider joining 
Lyn who is a first time SAE tutor.  Check out her 
stunning landscapes and seascapes. 

Sandra Temple : how good it is that Sandra is joining 
us in January.  A very highly regarded and prize 
winning artist in wildlife.  You will be using drawing and 
painting materials. 

Lyn Diefenbach:  has tutored in previous SAEs in 
pastel, but this time her medium is oils and the focus is 
on luscious large flower paintings.  Lyn is a very well 
known and skilled tutor. 

Rodney Symmons:  has shown us his wonderful 
expertise in the large oil demonstration painting he 
donated for our raffle.  He returns to stimulate and 
assist oil painters of the landscape. 

If you are still contemplating registering have another 
good look at the SAE brochure.  Follow up maybe by 
going to our website to get more information about a 
particular workshop or tutor.  Speak to Viv Pinder, 
Maria Bendall or myself about a possible choice if you 
want further information.  We would be very happy to 
assist you in making a choice.  

Tricia Wheatstone has offered a weekend supportive 
basic workshop(s) in November at negligible cost to 
those who are little unsure about their expertise and 
are registering for the SAE.  Tricia will teach basic 
painting techniques to beginners.  The main aim would 
be to give confidence for beginners to enrol in SAE 
workshops or ASOC workgroups.   Let Tim Hardy 
know if you would like to attend. 

And remember, if you register before October 7 you 
can get an additional members’ discount! 

Viv Pinder 6242 9699    and   sae@asoc.net.au , Maria 
Bendall  6254 2906, Tim Hardy   62587178  and   
timahardy@hotmail.com
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TIN SHED IN A CHORD 
The Tin Shed Art Group will be holding its 17th exhibition from 10-20 November at the Watson Art Centre,  
1 Aspinall St, Watson.   The theme this year is music and the title is “In A Chord”.   
The opening will be on Wednesday 9 November at 6:00 pm and the show will be opened by musician and artist, Alex 
Nisbet. The Gallery is open Thursday-Sunday between 10:00 and 4:00.   
Group artists who also belong to ASOC are Tim Hardy, Patricia Wheatstone, Joan Costanzo, Jeff Isaacs, Jacqui 
Rogers and Peggy Spratt. 

VAL FITZPATRICK’s students  are holding an exhibition of exciting recent work entitled “Our Different Directions”.  
The opening is at 6.00pm on Friday 7 October and runs until 23 October at Strathnairn Homestead Gallery, 90 Stockdill 
Drive, Holt. 

Australian Gardens landscape at NGA 
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CANBERRA ART WEBSITE 
Our SAE and our workgroups are now featured on new websites:  http://www.artcanberra.com/artclass.html  and 
http://www.holidayartists.com/   We are most grateful to Alex Nisbet, a fine artist who has recently arrived in Canberra, 
who has put us on these websites that he has created and manages.  Do check them out: they are excellent.   

ART NEWS WEBSITE 
If you like to keep up to date with what is happening in the art scene across the world go to http://www.allartnews.com/ 

LANDSCAPE DRAWING WORKSHOP 
Saturday 5 November 10-2 Join artist Elisa Crossing for a workshop that explores Lanyon’s heritage  listed landscape, 
through drawing. Participants will experience the art of drawing using a range of techniques.  For adult beginners   
Cost: $40  includes all materials Bookings and payment by Mon 31 October to 6235 5677 or   
historicplacesbookings@act.gov.au  o7 

ARTIST EXHIBITING OPPORTUNITIES WEBSITE 
If you are seeking a list of exhibitions and competitions to enter a useful site is to be found at  
http://www.competitionsforartists.com/ 

TWO ARTISTS   ISLA PATTERSON  & MARGARET TURNER  
All ASOC members are invited  to attend.the opening of an exhibition at the Yarralumla Gallery, Cottage 1, Weston 
Park Yarralumla on Sunday the 3. October at 3pm.  The exhibition, TWO ARTISTS Isla Patterson & Margaret Turner , 
will be opened by Karin Wetselaar, Principal of  Cranleigh School.  Isla's watercolours have a theme of NSW Gold 
Mining Towns & Rivers and Margaret's work in pastels & oils are  Landscapes & Still Life.  The Exhibition is on until 29 
October.  Opening times are Mon. to Fri. 10.00am-5.00pm.  and Sat. & Sun. 8.30am-5.00pm. 

FREE FORM FIGURE WORKSHOP, 26-27 November, in Peter Griffen’s inner west studio, all paint, paper and brushes 
supplied with morning tea and a gourmet lunch with wine.(2 hour floor talk, in the gallery 11.00am-1.00pm on the Friday 
before).  Contact Art Gallery of NSW Society, 9225 1676, to book. $300 members, $350 non members. Studio 21 
Emma St Leichhardt 2040. more info on www.petergriffen.com  

For Sale  2 full WC sheet size frames, new $50 each, 1 Box easel $50, Batik dyes, wax, tjantings   
Offers to Diane Alder 62888862 

The winner of the Portia Geach Memorial Art Award , a prestigious competition for female Australian portrait painters , 
was Kate Stevens, the second recipient of ASOC’s $5000 travelling arts scholarship in 2002.  Kate travelled to Japan 
for two and a half  months with two weeks in Thailand on her return.  Kate said how valuable the art travel had been, 
thanked ASOC again and said “look how far it has helped me come”.   Judi Power Thomson’s painting of The Hon. Pru 
Goward, MP was selected as a finalist in this year’s Portia Geach Memorial Art Award.  The exhibition is held at the  
S H Ervin Gallery in Sydney (on Observatory Hill) and runs until November. 

The Art Scene is having its Annual Sale 21st – 26th November, 914 Victoria Road, West Ryde, Sydney.  Check out the 
huge saving on www.artscene.com.au  

Maureen's Art Supplies . is offering a "Buy 2 get 1 free" on Daniel Smith watercolours for the month of October. Simply 
select 3 colours from the Daniel Smith range and get the cheapest one free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ THERE’S NO-ONE HOME”  – Margaret Olley 1923   - 2011 

Margaret Olley died 26 July 2011 aged 88 years old. One of Australia’s most distinguished painters and supporters of young and 
emerging artists, Olley was made a Member of the Order of Australia in 1991. 

Olley had a saying that haunts and inspires my efforts in painting  -  “There’s  no-one home”  

Olley used these words to refer to paintings that don’t have “It”.  (My interpretation).  I have pondered this phrase many times and I 
get “it” - but thought I would have a go at putting it into words. 

Nobody home…nothing going on…no focus…no excitement…no passion...nothing passing between the painting and the audi-
ence…etc. 

Those words haunt every painting I put my mind to and what powerful words they are!  For  me…these words inspire me to paint 
my very best and don’t allow me to fudge or pretend that something is OK when it isn’t. 

What do you think?  Send your comments to teresa@bluebanksia.com. 

“I spend whatever time I can painting. I spend my life going from one place to another, following the light round. I hate painting 
during the winter ’cause the light seems to fail, it’s undependable. A lot of people don’t bother. They just paint by electricity. I don’t 
like that. I like natural light. I can’t paint anything unless I’m excited by it. Once you’ve lost the momentum, you’ve left it, it’s like a 
failed mayonnaise.” 

Vale Margaret Olley - whose life was nothing like failed mayonnaise. 
Teresa  Spedone 

Many thanks to Teresa for permission to publish these comments from “Teresa's Chit Cha” at the Blue Banskia  website.     
ASOC has placed advertising for the the SAE on this excellent website which lists workshops throughout Australia.  Visit it 
by going to  www.blueBanksia.com 
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Committee Contact Details 
PRESIDENT   Tim Hardy           6258 7178 timahardy@hotmail.com  
VICE PRESIDENT   Vacant  
SECRETARY   Bev Gaykema     6248 0131 bevkema@hotmail.com  
TREASURER   Ann Gould           6254 7644 annmgould@bigpond.com 
MEMBERSHIP   SECRETARY  Vivien Pinder       6242 9699 vpinder@homemail.com.au  
COMMITTEE MEMBER   Denise Moule      6258 4379 denim5@optusnet.com.au 
COMMITTEE MEMBER   Maria Bendall      6254 2906 bendallm@tpg.com.au 
COMMITTEE MEMBER Nik Rajic               6297 6085 vinrajic@yahoo.com 
COMMITTEE MEMBER   Alan Jones          6282 5085   alanjjones@netspeed.com.au 

 

Other Contact Details  

LIBRARY CO-ORDINATOR   Denise Moule denim5@optusnet.com.au 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR   Margaret  Flanagan m.m.flanagan@bigpond.com  
SUPPER/WELCOME DESK CO-ORDINATOR   Maggie Eibisch meibisch@pc.gov.au  
 

FROM THE EDITOR 

**The contact details for the Editor, Margaret Flanagan are: Tel:  02 6286 5647 
m.m.flanagan@bigpond.com 

Deadline for the December/January Newsletter is Fri day 18 th November 

 
DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS 

 
BUVELOT PICTURE FRAMERS 
45 Colbee Court, Phillip.  Rod Luton is offering 30% off his standard professional framing costs for our members.  
He is also carrying a range of ready made frames including ¼ sheet, ½ sheet and full sheet sizes at great prices. 
 
CLASSIC FRAMING 
Bob Smith at Classic Framing in Mawson, opposite the petrol station, is offering 10% off framing and framing 
supplies for our members. 
 
JUST PICTURE THIS 
Offers quality framing at very fair prices.  Contact Elizabeth or Bill Mitchell on 02 62415935 for an appointment. 
 
DISCOUNT GALLERY PICTURE FRAMING 
50 Weedon Close Belconnen   Framing and art materials.  10% discount to members. 
 
ARTISTS SHED ART SUPPLIES, 14 Foster St, Queanbeyan. Low everyday prices. Loyalty card system. 
 
MAUREEN’S ART SUPPLIES 
Offers 10% discount to members.  Look under Bulletin Board to find this month’s special. 
 
ECKERSLEY’S – Phillip, Braddon, Belconnen, Tuggeranong 
10% off a number of items on presentation of a membership card.  Members should also inquire about their loyalty 
program. 
 
THE FRAMING STORES – Braddon, Gungahlin- 10% off on presentation of a membership card. 
 
RIC BENNETT PICTURE FRAMING, The Artists Shed, 14 Foster St, Queanbeyan. 10% reduction on  framing 
 
BELCONNEN PICTURE FRAMING 
66 Oatley Court, Belconnen, Discounts to members 
 
FRAMING PIECES, 44-46 Grimwade St, Mitchell, Discounts to members 
(Please note that the Framing Store in Phillip doesn't give the 10% discount, but will consider it, depending on the 
volume involved) 
 
FRAMEMAKERS , Unit 1, 55 Tennant St Fyshwick offers ASOC members a good discount on showing membership 
card. 
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BEST IN SHOW          Patricia Wheatstone          Remnants  

(Thanks to Jacquie Rogers for the photograph) 
 

1ST  PRIZE 2ND PRIZE 3RD PRIZE 

MOLONGLO CATCHMENT ART PRIZE   
     Sandra House :   
          Molonglo Grasslands Triptych  

Carolyn Lawrence: 
     Grasslands 

An Pan:  
     Sun Rise 

PEG MINTY PRIZE FOR LANDSCAPE    
     Ray Barnett   
          Hanoi Street 

  

JOHN MYATT FABULOUS FAKE ART PRIZE   
     Jeanette Robbins    
          Madonna and Child with St John  
          (Aldobrandini Madonna) 

Diana Klima 
     The Four Witches 

Bev Gaykema 
Bathers at La Grenouillere 

Highly Commended     Lindsay Tassie      Tahitian Women 
BEST ABSTRACT   
     Val Fitzpatrick 
          Spring Garden 

Robyn Setchell 
     Dry Creek 

Anne Wright 
     Landscape (Monoprint) 

BEST STILL LIFE   

     Cheryl Hodges 
          Corymbia ficfolia 

Camelia Smith 
     The Striped Table Cloth 

Eva Henry 
     Waratah 

PRINTMAKING    
     Gillian Bellas 
          Snowdrops 

  

DRAWING   

     Michelle Boulad 
          Washed Up 

Michael Ashley 
     Black Swan 

Michael Smithson 
     Too Tyred  

PASTEL   

     Jacqui King 
          Glimpses from the Window 

Leigh Murray 
     Pink Gum Blossom 

Dagmara Anders 
     After the Floods 

WATERCOLOUR    

     Chan Dissanayake 
          Last Light 

Ray Barnett 
     A Day at the Races 

Isla Patterson 
     Weathered Coastal Rocks 

Highly Commended      Iris Blewett      Cherries Ripe 
ACRYLIC   
     Kerry Wooden 
          Landscape Elements 

Narelle Zeller 
     Tobias 

Ian Sharpe 
     Kangaroo and Crow 

OIL   

     Sandra House 
          Near Tarcutta 

An Pan 
     Landscape 4 

Marie Sexton 
     Nude 

Highly Commended      Nik Rajic      Moon Party Carribians 
MIXED MEDIA   

     Kathy MacLaren 
          Dry River Bed 

Susan Hey 
     The Eagle and the Dragonfly 

Patricia Wheatstone 
     I Thought I Saw a River 

Highly Commended      Jacquie Rogers      Still Life with Yellow Coffee Pot 
 

 


