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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Friday 25 March Monthly Meeting 7.00pm John McCartin; Charcoal Drawing  

Friday 25th –  
Sunday 27th March  

Oils and  landscape  John McCartin  

Friday 29 April  Monthly Meeting 7.00pm Julie Bradley Portrait Drawing  

Saturday 30   
April-Sunday 1 May  

Principles and Practice of  
Observational Life Drawing 

Julie Bradley see p.6 

Sunday 29th May Monthly Meeting 2.30pm Airbrushing with Kylie Heslop  

Sunday 26th June Monthly Meeting 2.30pm Mentoring and Feedback on your Art   

Sunday 31 st July Monthly Meeting 2.30pm Political Cartooning with Ian Sharp  

Friday 9th -  
Sunday 11th September. 

Spring Exhibition To be held at the Wesley Centre 
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WELCOME to new members Elizabeth Rogers, 
David Mitchell, Jo Royds and James Tweddle. 
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The famous art historian Vasari reports a story 
of a famous contest of antiquity held between 
two renowned painters to see who was the 
finest. The first painter produced a still life so 
convincing that birds flew down from the sky to 
peck at the painted grapes. The master then 
turned to his opponent in triumph and said, 
“Draw back the curtains and reveal your paint-
ing." The second painter knew then that he had 
won, because the ‘curtains’ were part of his 
painting.  
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����!�!�"�	���#���$%&"                        ABN:  85 510 725 624 

What is this?  For the answer go to page 11 
FOR GLORIOUS FULL COLOUR, CHECK OUT OUR WEBSIDE 
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‘How is ASOC possible? ‘ 
In my role as President I get to see in great detail how ASOC operates, and what resources we need to develop 
further. Given that we are not a corporation with salaried staff, but a community based organisation absolutely de-
pendent on the membership, I think it is worthwhile to investigate the question ‘How is ASOC possible?’  You might 
think that ASOC is kept running by the Management Committee.  While it certainly plays a critical role in handling the 
finances and making major decisions, that is only part of the story.   As I look around at all of the activities going on in 
our Society, I realise that we depend on the following. 
LEADERSHIP AND INITIATIVE 
These have been much in evidence in the past six months as eight members have come forward and offered their 
services to convene our workgroups.  Apart from one group, they were recently built from scratch. They all demand 
not only a commitment of time from these member convenors, but also the organisation of the groups, and in most 
cases the development of art programs and activities. 
TEAMWORK 
We are about to have the first meeting of this year’s Spring Exhibition.  At that meeting there will be thirteen members 
of last year’s committee, skilled and experienced as a team from the challenges of mounting this major event in 2010. 
We are also starting to plan and organise next year’s Summer Art Experience. This time we are going to undertake 
that major task through having members undertake various roles and working as a tight-knit small group. Already six 
people have volunteered to join that team which must work like a well-oiled machine! 
PROPOSALS 
It delights me that we receive a fairly steady stream of ideas and proposals from members: “Would you like me to plan 
a trip to Guthega?”,  “What about an airbrushing demonstration?”,  “What about a workshop to be given by John 
McCartin?”,  “Could we get more books in the library about abstracts?”, “ I know someone who could give us advice 
about doing a history project” and so on.  All of these suggestions did actually come from members in the past few 
months, and all have been acted on. 
SKILLED LABOR  
ASOC is fortunate that we can draw on the developed skills of our members, often carried over from their paid em-
ployment, current or in the past.  This skilled work includes managing our website; constructing parts of our studio; 
producing the newsletter; developing the library and its loan system; handling all of  the ASOC finances; maintaining 
the membership lists; organising a raffle of art works; and creating floral arrangements for our exhibition.  It goes 
without saying that many members also contribute their artistic knowledge and skills in demonstrating, mentoring or 
advising other members. 
DONATIONS 
We appreciate all those who have donated and continue to donate items.  Some of these we use directly for art 
activities in our studio: for instance a whiteboard, chair, cushions, screen, library books, DVDs and music CDs for our 
sound system. In the past few years members and tutors have generously donated art work which has been raffled to 
raise funds for ASOC. 
DAY TO DAY ACTIVITY 
Many members assist in ongoing and important ways which might not always been noticed.  For instance, members 
keep the studio tidy, arrange refreshments at our meetings, collect fees in our workshops and workgroups, respond to 
daily enquiries from individuals and organisations, place advertisements in newspapers, and post out the newsletter. 
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
We have been fortunate to have amongst our membership some individuals who make an enormous contribution to 
our operations: they play a key role in major events and go far beyond what we would normally expect of them. They 
sometimes go on giving in this way year after year.  In this respect I will mention Ann Hand who is an outstanding 
example (and who is, unfortunately, soon to leave us).   Another type of exceptional contribution to ASOC is when 
non-members  play a substantial role in supporting us.  These are often members’ partners, and they were very 
apparent assisting us at our last Spring Exhibition and the SAE.  It is not unknown for them to drive trucks with our 
equipment, and load and unload it.  A somewhat hidden contribution to ASOC saves us a lot of money, and that is 
when members undertake storage of our equipment, currently spread across a number of members’ homes. 
THE OUTCOME OF ALL OF THIS 
Clearly the participation of members in running ASOC directly determines what art events and activities we are able to 
offer.  Most importantly that includes the ability to have a home at M16 Artspace.  A year ago we did a simple financial 
calculation of what members contribute through their work, and what we make financially for the Society.  We esti-
mated that all of that came to about $100,000.  A surprising figure I think! 
   
We can never take our viability for granted. It wil l always be dependent on the membership contributin g 
positively to ASOC.  And every time a member contri butes, it enhances our life as an artistic communit y. 

          ��������	��������	��������	��������	
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PARTNERSHIP WITH CRANLEIGH SCHOOL 
We are very pleased to enter into a partnership 
with Cranleigh School in Holt.  Cranleigh provides 
educational programs for children with develop-
mental delays, autism, moderate to severe intel-
lectual or multiple disabilities in the age range 3-
12 years.   Many members will be aware that 
Cranleigh runs a very successful annual art 
show, sponsored by Capital Chemist, which is a 
major fund raiser for the school.  Tim Hardy has 
joined their art show committee and we will 
explore ways we might support their show. As 
one aspect of that support we will be loaning 
some of the display screens which we purchased 
last year and were used at our Spring Exhibition. 
In return, Cranleigh is generously providing us 
with storage space for all of our screens.   There 
is more information about this fine school at 
www.cranleighps.act.edu.au  

ROYAL CANBERRA ART SHOW 
Congratulations to ASOC members who featured 
in the awards at this excellent exhibition of a very 
high standard.  Results are at 
http://www.rncas.org.au/showwebsite/site/compet
itors_art.php   ASOC continues to sponsor the 
Young Artist Advancement Award, which was 
won by a very talented young person, Caitlin 
Figueiredo.  She won the award for her very 
vibrant pastel “Balancing Baby”.   Caitlin shows 
great potential and she is a student of Greg 
Mackay. 

 
ANN HAND LEAVING 
We are very sorry to tell you that we are losing 
Ann Hand who will be moving to the Northern 
Territory later this year.  In many ways Ann is 
irreplaceable.  Members will be well aware of the 
enormous contributions she has made over many 
years, not least coordinating the SAE for a num-
ber of years.  Ann is currently Vice-President, and 
previously has been Secretary, Exhibition coordi-
nator, Workshops coordinator and Editor of the 
Newsletter.  Ann has been invaluable in sharing 
her wealth of knowledge and in offering wise 
counsel.  

SAE 2012 PLANNING STARTS In knowing that 
Ann Hand is not going to coordinate the 2012 
Summer Art Experience we realised the only 
possible way we could mount it is by forming a 
small committee.  Recently we have established 
such a committee with clearly defined roles, and 
membership consists of Maria Bendall, Viv 
Pinder, Tim Hardy (chair), Jacquie Rogers, and 
Ann Gould.  We are already contacting possible 
tutors, and in the next newsletter we should have 
more news for you. 

PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING:   
…………………WOULD YOU LIKE TO ASSIST? 
The one important role we have not filled for the 
SAE is marketing.  This involves writing text for 
our newsletter and press releases, creating and 
placing advertisements in newspapers, and 
creating posters.  The brochure is being pro-
duced by someone else, but you would arrange 
its printing.  We have a similar role for the Spring 
Exhibition needing filling.   Do you like this sort of 
challenge?   Are you/have you been in the indus-
try?  Are you a student of the area?  It is a critical 
job and we would give you support in doing it.  
Please contact Tim Hardy if you could help us in 
this way (ph 6258 7178). 

ASOC NEEDS AN ARCHIVIST 
Is there a member who would be willing to be our 
archivist?  We certainly hope so.  It is a relatively 
straightforward task, which involves collecting  
and listing key documents as the year pro-
gresses, such as the exhibition catalogue, min-
utes of meetings, and newsletters.  Eventually 
when a large amount has been collected over 
some years they are then deposited with the ACT 
Heritage Library.  It is important that we do keep 
such records for those in the future who want to 
research our history.  Fortunately others have 
done that going back to the 20s and as a result 
there is a rich store over the past 80 odd years.  
Please contact Tim Hardy to talk about the role if 
you are at all interested in helping your Society in 
this way.  6258 7178 

YOUR STANDING INVITATION TO VISIT 
WORKGROUPS 
Please note that any member is very welcome to 
drop in on a workgroup at any time to find out 
what goes on there. Visit the studio to view the 
vibrant displays that the workgroups mount on 
the walls.  A visit might also help you decide 
whether at some future date you would like to 
paint there.  There is no need to contact the 
convenor ahead of time, as all convenors have 
agreed that all members are welcome.  Just 
check out the times and workgroups in the news-
letter and drop by!  Introduce yourself and watch 
and enjoy!  

Caitlin Figueiredo, winner of the ASOC sponsored 
Young Artist Advancement Award at the 2011 Royal 

Canberra Art Show with President of ASOC Tim Hardy  
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MONTHLY MEMBERS’ MEETINGS 
 
FRIDAY APRIL 29 MEETING at 7.00pm    PORTRAIT DRAWING WITH JULIE BRADLEY 
Julie is running a two day life drawing workshop over this weekend for ASOC. On the Friday night we will be  
demonstrating how to get a likeness in portrait drawing by “starting from the bones”.  Sounds intriguing!   
Julie is a very experienced teacher of drawing, and she suggests you bring a notebook.  
 
WINTER MONTHLY MEETINGS 
In response to members’ requests we are going to have our May, June and July meetings on Sunday after-
noons rather than Friday nights.  There are many members who do not like or are unable to undertake night 
driving and others who simply do not like the cold nights.  So we do trust members will respond positively by 
coming out in droves on Sunday afternoons! 
 
SUNDAY MAY 29 MEETING at 2.30pm  AIRBRUSHING WITH KYLIE HESL OP 
Kylie Heslop is the creator and resident artist of ‘Art Gone Wild’ gallery,  Bungendore.  This year at the 
Summernats Airbrush Art Competition  Kylie won the top prize, a superb effort for someone who has air-
brushed for just 2 ½ years.  At this demonstration Kylie will show how the airbrush can be used, not only in 
background work but in many other ways, including fine lines, texture, beautiful blends and gradations in 
colour; creatively using items found around the house for shields and texture; creating realistic fur and hair; 
and how to create a whole artwork using only the airbrush. Should be a very informative session! 
 
SUNDAY JUNE 26 MEETING at 2.30pm  MENTORING AND FEEDBACK ON YOUR ART 
Some Societies have regular sessions where members get constructive feedback on their work, and we have 
not done this for a long time at a monthly meeting.  So we are inviting you to bring one or more works for 
which you would like one of our well established artists to give you feedback.  We all evaluate our own work, 
but sometimes it needs an independent eye to locate problems or to make suggestions for improvement.  We 
will set up the room with a number of our members ready to be consulted by you.  It should be a really valu-
able session, and nearer the date we will ask how many members want to take advantage of this event so 
that we can organise it effectively. 
 
SUNDAY JULY 31 MEETING at 2.30pm  POLITICAL CARTOONING WITH IAN SHARP 
Have you ever wondered how cartoonists so cleverly portray complex and controversial issues so effectively.  
Well ASOC member, Ian Sharpe, and cartoonist with the Canberra Times is going to tell us how he goes 
about his work.  Should be a fascinating session. 

 

DONATIONS 
We are very fortunate that we continue to receive 
donations of various kinds, all of which add to the 
strength and vibrancy of our Society.   Many 
thanks to Lynn Nickols for cushions, which are 
making for a more comfortable setting for our 
models.  Thanks to Ann Penders for the dona-
tions to our library of books which belonged to 
her late husband Bert Penders.  An Pan said he 
wished to donate one of his paintings for raffling 
following his recent demonstration of landscape 
painting at our February monthly meeting. Many 
thanks Pan for your continuing generosity. We 
will have Pan’s work as one of the prizes in the 
raffle to include the work donated by Rodney 
Symmons at the recent SAE.  We are most 
grateful to Leigh Murray who has volunteered to 
organise the raffle for later in the year. 

MEMBERS ITEMS FOR SALE 
Members quite often bring materials and equip-
ment they no longer want to monthly meetings 
and offer them free, or for sale.  Sometimes 
members have also put items for sale in the 
newsletter, and that has met with success. We 
are also prepared to put sale items in the email  

 

 
Updates.   Our notice boards in the studio can 
also easily accommodate sale notices. 

PROBLEMS WITH EMAIL UPDATES 
The fortnightly email Updates are sent out to 
more than 215 members.  Unfortunately, in late 
February problems were uncovered: not every-
one on the email list was receiving them.  Our 
host organisation ContACT has looked into this 
technical problem, and we hope now that “normal 
service” will continue.  If you have given the 
Membership Secretary, Viv Pinder an email when 
you paid your annual membership, you should be 
receiving these important ways of keeping up to 
date with ASOC and other activities.  Please 
contact Viv if you have changed your email 
address or want to give her one.  Viv’s contacts: 
6242 9699 or vpinder@homemail.com.au 

OUR WEBSITE 
Have you visited our website recently?  If not, you 
should, because you will see how attractive and 
up-to date it is. Jenny Millett does a splendid job 
of rapidly uploading photos and brief news of 
events.   Simply go to www.asoc.net.au 
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SOLO EXHIBITION 
Following her sellout exhibition last year at the Bungendore Wood Works Gallery, Judi Power Thomson  is 
having another solo exhibition, entitled “Home and Away”, at South Hill Gallery, 3 Garroorigang Road, Goul-
burn, opening on the 7th May and running for about three weeks.  The exhibition will be officially opened by 
Pru Goward at 2.30pm on the 7th May.  Come along and have a glass of wine with the artist in this beautiful 
heritage building overlooking Goulburn.   For directions “google” the gallery. 

 

GUTHEGA WANDERINGS 

ASOC’s first Guthega wanderings 
held early in March attracted a conge-
nial group of six to the high country, 
staying in Brindabella Ski Club’s  
recently reconstructed Tiobunga 
lodge. 

Weather gods smiled, so after settling 
in, we headed out to Farm Creek and 
the newly built bridge and now-
heritage listed flying fox spanning it.  
After crossing the bridge (rather than 
partaking of the flying fox) we walked 
on up to the spine of Mt Paralyser for 
better views across the Snowy River 
and up to Mt Twynam.  Snowgums 
and the last remaining patches of yellow paper daisies were considered for the following day’s art practice, before 
heading back down to the bridge for some creek and boulder photos. 

Then it was onwards and ever upwards to Farm Creek waterfall and more of the lovely snowgums. The flame 
robins showed off vermillion breasts, giving us reason to stop and try to take photos, while skinks and grasshop-
pers provided ground level entertainment. 

Farm Creek waterfall proved to be the favourite spot and most agreed it would be their preferred destination for 
the next day’s art.  From the track, the small creek cascaded over massive boulders shaded by protective gums.  
Shafts of light  glinted off wet rock, tree trunks and water while dense vegetation provided a rich many-hued 
background.  

Chris remained behind, while the rest headed back to the lodge and turned up an hour or two later with a lovely 
snowgum drawing. 

That night we shared a gourmet dinner, music, wine and scintillating conversation before retiring. 

Tuesday again dawned perfect and members went to their preferred locations - Chris, Sonja and Rene up to the 
waterfall area to draw and paint, while 
Tricia, Barbara and I opted for the 
5km walk out to the swing bridge on 
the Snowy River near Illawong to get 
some photos. 

Tuesday’s dinner was again a conge-
nial gourmet affair, but after a long 
day of walking and art it was off to bed 
early. 

We all had a great time and agreed 
that next time it will need to be at least 
three or perhaps four nights so we 
have more time to settle into the 
ambiance of the mountains and let the 
creative juices really start to flow. 

Kim Serjeant  
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JULIE BRADLEY: PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF OBSERVATI ONAL LIFE DRAWING 
Saturday 30  April  -  Sunday 1 May:   Two Day Workshop  
COST $190 (ASOC MEMBERS) AND $220 (NON-MEMBERS)  

Why do artists continue to endeavour to capture the figure through life drawing?  From as far back as the  
time of the Greeks, striving for a true likeness and representing what we see has held the imagination of  
artists all over the world.  
This short course will introduce to you ways of seeing the figure which will improve your observation and  
skills as a drawer. The basic principles of drawing will be explored along with challenging and fun exercises  
throughout our time together.  The aim of this short intensive course is to help you draw what you see and  
confidently approach the figure when drawing from life.   
Julie Bradley is a professional artist who initially trained as a printmaker at the ANU and now works across  
a number of visual arts disciplines including works on paper, collage, drawing and mixed media. She is also  
a dedicated and highly experienced arts educator and has been teaching drawing at a tertiary level for  
almost 30 years.  Visit Julie’s website at www.juliebradley.com.au and on our website at www.asoc.net.au 
you will see some examples of her drawings.  
For bookings please contact Maria Bendall on 6254 2906. This workshop is filling up nicely, but there are still places 
left. Payment can be made by credit card over the phone or on the form supplied on the website.  
 
CHAN DISSANAYAKE:  PLEIN AIR WORKSHOPS  IN WATERCOL OUR 

On Sunday 20 February twelve 
members enjoyed the first plein air 
workshop at the Canberra Yacht Club 
tutored by Chan Dissanayake.  The 
weather was fine but quite windy which 
made fast drying a problem as we 
painted a somewhat complex scene of 
boats that needed a great deal of 
simplification.  The following workshop 
on March 20 was planned for Molonglo 
Reach but rain caused us to assemble 
at our studio in Griffith.  Nevertheless 
the group made up of members and 
non-members, had a very productive 
time with Chan, being challenged to 
paint a rural scene in his loose and 
energetic style with a limited pallette. 
 
 
 

PLEIN AIR WORKSHOPS SERIES IN APRIL AND MAY  
Following the success of the sessions in 
February and March, we are delighted that 
Chan has offered to continue the series of 
plein air workshops.   

Sunday 17 April 9.30am-12.30pm  
at a location to be advised 

Sunday 22 May 9.30am-12.30pm   
at a location to be advised 

$25 per session for ASOC members:  
$30 for non-members  

Chan says :  “My aims in these focussed 
sessions are to take a group of art enthusiasts 
out into the surrounding land- scapes of Can-
berra and teach methods of plein-air painting 
using watercolour.  We will be tackling varied 
subject matter in varying weather conditions. 

Plein Air 
Painting 

Chan Demonstra ting  
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FACE AND FIGURE – Members of the Portrait 
and Life Drawing Group continue to be enthusi-
astic in their attendance and we have continued 
to have between 10 and 12 people attend each 
week.  Our models have been an inspiration and 
it is wonderful to be able to draw a variety of 
people of different ages and gender, no two 
people are the same and this provides us with a 

 

 

challenge every week.  We hope that ASOC 
members will enjoy seeing some of our work on 
display during April.  We are currently at our 
maximum level for attendance and there is also 
a short waiting list, but if people are interested 
in attending they can contact Maureen  
Lawrentin on 6254 4179 (evenings) or by email  
on maureen.lawrentin@gmail.com or  
 

Watercolour is a fresh, dynamic medium that is well suited to this type of work.  
There are undeniable benefits in painting plein-air. Firstly, it forces us to paint efficiently due to the challeng-  
ing elements in nature. Secondly, it forces us to analyse and simplify our subject matter to its core ele-  
ments. Thirdly, we are able to achieve fresh, loose and spontaneous results that we all strive to achieve in  
our works.   
I will be focusing on initial drawing; compositional studies; simplification of subject matter and watercolour  
techniques in achieving the best results. I will complete a full demonstration and then students will be  
encouraged to complete a painting based on their own interpretation of the subject using the demonstrated  
techniques. (Not just copy my demo!)    
You will need a light weight field easel or you can sit on a fold-up chair with a small board on your knees.” 
To see examples of Chan’s work go to Website: www.chandissan.com   and there you will also find photos 
of earlier ASOC plein air sessions.    
For April 17 bookings please contact Tim Hardy,  preferably via email timahardy@hotmail.com  or 
6258 7178.  
For May 22 bookings please contact Louise Emmett, preferably via email 
williamemmett@bigpond.com or 6231 2785 
Payment is in cash on the day.  Please note that we have a limit of 15 members per session.  After you 
have registered for a session you will be informed of the plein air location. If the weather is inclement, we 
will have the workshop in the ASOC studio. 
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WORKGROUP NEWS 
Our workgroups are settling in very well now under the leadership of our wonderful convenors.  We had a 
meeting in early February attended by all of the convenors and very useful discussion led to some good 
decisions about operations in the studio.  
 
MONTHLY DISPLAYS 
Workgroups have put their names down on a roster so that they take it in turns to mount a display of typical 
work that is being produced in their group.  Two groups at a time have their work up for a month to take in 
the monthly meeting, and the displays are taken down after the meeting to be replaced in the next week by 
the next two groups.   The first two are now up: the Abstract and Experimental group and the Ways with 
Watercolour groups. These are most interesting displays of work and work in progress. Well done all!   
 
CHANGES TO WORKGROUPS 
The Botanical and Wildlife  group is now known as Flora and Fauna , as Viv Pinder the convenor thought 
that this is more inclusive of what the group does, given that not all the animals portrayed are wild ones.    
Creative Still Life  is the new name for the Monday afternoon group, and this emphasises the experimental 
way members go about their painting.    
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SATURDAY SESSIONS 

Are you: 

* Busy all week? 

* Want the time and space to work uninter-
rupted on your art hobby on the weekend? 

* Want to meet like-minded people at the same 
time? 

Well, do we have a deal* for you!  ASOC has 
Saturday Sessions in its studio space at Griffith 
where self-motivated artists get together for a 
few hours and do just that. 

For details, contact Katie Volter at ka-
tie.volter@hotmail.com or 0419760681 (a/h). 

Hope to see you soon! 

*(Free set of steak knives not included) 

 
 
 
RESOURCE MATERIALS 
Denise Moule, our ASOC librarian, is very keen for the 
library to link to workgroups strongly. So we are currently 
aligning the way we select and purchase materials for our 
library to the needs of those groups.    In the last few 
months we have been purchasing DVDs and books in areas 
that are not well represented in our library: abstract 
painting; portraiture; printmaking; and fauna.  
 
VACANCIES 
While a few groups have a waiting list, most have 
vacancies and would be glad of adding to their numbers to 
ensure their strength and viability.  Check out the list of 
workgroups in this section and consider joining one.  Your 
art work might develop in leaps and bounds as a result of 
regular attendance! 
 
OBLIGATION OF PARTICIPANTS 
It is a reasonable expectation of members in workgroups to inform your convenor when you will not be 
attending.  In some groups members are waiting for a place, while in other small groups unannounced non-
attendance can affect the groups’ operations substantially.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORKGROUP TIMES AND CONTACTS 
To check whether there is space in a group contact the convenors below. Cost $2 per session each week.   
Further detailed descriptions of the groups are available at our website www.asoc.net.au and click on ‘Work-
groups’.   

CREATIVE STILL LIFE   Mondays 1:30pm-4:30pm   
Jacquie Rogers 0407 223 123. or 
jacquie.rogers@bigpond.com 

FACE & FIGURE  -  Tuesdays 10.00am-1.00pm 
Maureen Lawrentin  maureen.lawrentin@gmail.com or  
6254-4179 (evenings best) 

FUN WITH PRINTMAKING  -  Tuesdays 1.30- 4.30pm 
Margaret Flanagan 6286 5647 or 0418 263 492 
mardie.flanagan@gmail.com 

CREATIVE STILL LIFE  
Themes to be explored during the current 
and next few months are:  

March     Traditional content (not nec-
essarily painted traditionally) 

April         Autumn (incl items from the 
garden) 

May         House things (bottles, buck-
ets, brushes etc) 

June         Light (with the focus on  
atmosphere) 

 

Find your Work-
group Convenor 

among this happy 
group 
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WAYS WITH WATERCOLOUR GROUP  -  Wednesdays 10.00am- 2.00pm  
Anne Wright   6242 9394 or annehilda.wright@gmail.com 

ALL COMERS  -  Thursdays 9.30am-12.30pm  
Beginners to experienced artists are very welcome.    
Diane Alder, 6288 8862  or Roy  Machan   6288 3925 

FLORA & FAUNA  -  Thursdays 1.00pm-4.00pm   
Vivien Pinder, 6242 9699 or vpinder@homemail.com.au  

ABSTRACT AND EXPERIMENTAL  -   
Fridays 10.00am-4.00pm   
Patricia Wheatstone, 6248 8006 or  0401 916 113.  

SATURDAY SESSIONS -  1.30-4.30 pm   
Katie Volter (a/h only) on 0419760681 or katie.volter@hotmail.com 

 

��������
 
Happy New Year!  
 
 

Hi and welcome to another update from your Library Locker. We are continuing to update our collection with 
new books and DVD’s and have received the following new items which will be available to peruse and loan 
at the next meeting. 

MAGAZINES  

International Artist No.77 , Feb/Mar, 2011 - there is a special feature on The Art of Illustration. James 
Gurbey Masterclass ; Paint perfect skies every time! Find out how the world’s best artists create their work 
and much more….. 

Australian Artist No.321 March 2011 - this month has The A-Z of Watercolours Part 2; Tailor your Pastel 
technique to the task; Light effects using natural light with acrylics; Scratching the surface, how to do 
scratch boarding and lots more….. 

NEW BOOKS 

The Art of ABSTRACT  Painting : a guide to creativity and free expressi on. By Rolina van Vliet   
128pp. Search Press Reprinted 2010 ISBN: 978-184448-427-0 

Painting ABSTRACT ; ideas, projects and techniques. By Rolina van Vliet  
171pp. Search Press Reprint 2010 ISBN:978-84448-336-5 

Arteffects  : a visual sampler including step-by-st ep demonstrations for experimenting with inks, 
watercolor, acrylics, oils, pastels  and unusual materials to achieve hundreds of diffe rent effects to 
use in your paintings.   
By Jean Drysdale Green  
208pp. 1993 ISBN: 0823025292 

PASTEL Pointers ; top secrets for beautiful pastel painti ngs.   By Richard McKinley .  
[Includes 27min bonus DVD] 
127pp. 2010 ISBN: 978-1-4403-0839-0 

PRINTMAKING + mixed media; simple techniques and projects for paper and fabric.   
By Dorit Elisha. 
119pp. Interweave Press, 2009 ISBN: 978-1-59668-095-1 

Monotype ; mediums and methods for painterly PRINTMAKING.  By Julia Ayres . 
144pp. 1991 Watson-Guptill Publ. NY. ISBN:0-8230-3129-2 

REMINDER ALL NEW ITEMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR LOAN FOR O NE MONTH ONLY! 
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Quote for this month: “A painting is the most personal reflection of your being, 
 your emotions and your character”  

by  Rolina van Vliet 

FUN WITH PRINTMAKING 

We are up and running!  Mono-
printing and lino prints are proving 
popular, with some very pleasing 
results.  We would welcome new 
members to our group as there 
are still some spaces available, or 
members are welcome to drop in 
and see what we do over a fresh 
cup of coffee.  Please contact 
Margaret Flanagan, on 6286 5647  
or   
0418 263 492, 
mardie.flanagan@gmail.com 
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Our Spring Exhibition is to be held at the Wesley Centre from Thursday 8 September and run until Sunday 
11 September.  We plan that the Thursday afternoon will be devoted to the setting up of the exhibition 
followed by the judging in the afternoon/evening.  The show will open to the public on Friday morning, and 
the official opening and presentations will be on the Friday evening, as it was last year.  This changed 
schedule should reduce the pressure on us and the judges to get everything ready for the formal opening. 

Media Sections  
As for last year we will have sections for seven different media: acrylic, watercolour, oil, pastel, drawing, 
printmaking, and mixed media.  Prizes will be awarded in each of these sections.   

Major Prizes  
In addition to prizes in each of the media sections, we will have major prizes for the Best Still Life  and the 
Best Abstrac t (both major prizes judged across all media).   

Molonglo Catchment Art Prize  
This year the Molonglo section is not going to be at Floriade, but will continue to be a separate component 
of the Spring Exhibition. We are very pleased that ACTEW is continuing their generous sponsorship of this 
prize to the tune of $2000.  We have had a number of discussions with the Molonglo Catchment Group 
(MCG) with whom we work about defining themes for this section more clearly. As a result, for 2011 while 
retaining the title “Along the Molonglo” the sub-theme is “The Untold Riches of our Native Grass-
lands" .  Tom Baker, Deputy Chair of the MCG has said   “that this theme is most pertinent for this year 
because there is currently a project called ‘Seeing Grasslands’, which is promoting the values of our native 
grasslands, including the associated fauna.”  Check out the website  
www.flickr.com/groups/seeinggrasslands where the public is invited to submit photos.  This is funded by the 
ACT Government Environment Grant, run through the MCG and supported by Friends of Grasslands.  By 
using this theme, we are complementing this project and there is an immediately available wealth of ideas 
for artists. We may also have a person talk about this theme at one of our monthly meetings.   (Next year 
the Molonglo Prize is possibly going to have Water as a focus and be linked with a stand-alone environ-
mental event concerned with water.)   

Fabulous Fakes  
Another change will be a new section called “Fabulous Fakes” and this section invites you to submit a copy 
of a work by a master artist. The prizes are kindly sponsored by John Myatt, the famous forger and 2010 
SAE tutor.  "The John Myatt Prize for the Most Fabulous Fake"   should be a talking point of the ex-
hibition.  John says “I hope lots of people put forward their entries! “  We are yet to work out details of entry.  
However, there will be a limit of one work for this prize, and you will be required to submit a good quality 
photograph of the work you have copied. 

Number of Work s 
As for last year there is an upper limit of eight works that yo u may submit. As already indicated you 
are restricted to one entry for Fabulous Fakes and two for the Molongo section, and such paintings 
would constitute part of your overall quota of 8 wo rks.  
Most works will fall under the limit of 1 metre by 1 metre.  However this year we have decided that for those 
who wish to submit one or more larger works then th e total area of all of your entries must not 
exceed 8 square metres.   This allows for more flexibility for those who paint on a large scale. 

Exhibition Committee  
Almost all members of last year’s exhibition committee have agreed to work on this year’s committee.  That 
is a generous contribution from those 13 people and much appreciated.  It means we are starting with an 
experienced core exhibition team who work well together.  However a few more members would be very 
welcome.  We have our first meeting on Saturday 9 April at 10am.  Please let the Exhibition Coordinator, 
Tim Hardy, know if you are willing to assist us in this major event.  email timahardy@hotmail.com or phone 
6258 7178 

Entry Forms and Conditions  
These will be posted out in June.   But in the meantime you now can start planning to enter our big show.  
We hope you are attracted to the new sections and awards for this year. Let’s make it a bumper show in 
September! 

��������	��������	��������	��������	   

Exhibition Coordinator 
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A few weeks ago I visited this dome and was blown over by its design 
and lighting effects. It is an Art work par excellence, but you can only 
experience it at sunrise and sunset. As a start I suggest you go to the 
website of the ANG and click on "Turrell Dome".  I suggest that you 
use Google and type in Turrell Dome, ANG, Canberra. It will give you 
some background and will tell you what time is best, because the time 
changes as the sun changes its position.  
The lighting effect of the Dome is not advertised by the ANG for good 
reason: there are only 24 seats in the dome and for the best effect you 
should be in there with the minimum number of people.  That means 
sunrise is best (half hour before!) because, well, most people are night 
owls!  
The other reason is that you need to have a fresh mind (in my opinion) 
to be absorbed by this unusual effect; at sunset one's mind  is normally 
filled with all kinds of urban trivialities. 

Now, what can 
you expect?  
Half an hour before sunrise the light inside the dome 
dims and as the light subtly changes outside, the 
internal light changes very subtly into all colours of 
the rainbow. The effect of this on the hole ( the night 
sky)  in the ceiling is difficult to describe, but very 
unreal and unexpected.  I won't say much more, 
because everyone reacts differently, but whatever 
we think, it is an experience not to be missed. The 
photos will give you some idea, but the reality (or 
unreality...) is a different thing altogether.  

 

 

�
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VAL JOHNSON EXHIBITION  1-28th May 2011  ‘People and Places’ 
Recent paintings in oils from travels in Ireland and UK in 2010 at The Yarralumla Gallery and the Oaks Brasserie. To be 
opened by David Hatton on Sunday 1 May at 3pm.  All welcome 
BEVERLEY THOMAS EXHIBITION  Titled “Southern Deserts” , official opening, May 13 th, 6.00pm at the Belconnen 
Arts Centre, 118 Emu Bank Belconnen. Artist talk Sunday 22nd May with Power point presentation at 2pm.   This work 
has been prompted by her six month residency at Calvary Hospital.  It will feature Oil paintings and a suite of five 
Tapestry Weaving Panels, which will be hung in the waiting room of the new ICU wing at the Calvary Hospital. 
CREATIVE DRYPOINT ETCHING WITH JO HOLLIER  Saturday 14 May  10:00am–5:00pm 
Learn the finer points of manipulating ink on the etching plate to produce images that can be either dramatic or delicate 
and full of atmosphere. You will also have the opportunity to introduce colour into your prints by experimenting with 
other methods such as monoprint, chine colle and hand colouring.  Cost  > $125, includes materials.   
More Information:  http://www.belconnenartscentre.com.au/classes/printmaking.html  
info@belconnenartscentre.com.au  or 02 6173 3300.�
FRED WILLIAMS RETROSPECTIVE AT THE NGA 
We are in for a real treat in Canberra in a few months!  In August 2011 the National Gallery will open a major Fred 
Williams retrospective that will include a wide range of works from Australia and London.   Examples of important large 
oil paintings will be included, showing his distinctive connection with place and responses to the immensity of the 
Australian landscape. The show will also uncover some surprises, such as playful portraits of his family and delicate 
studies of animals, plants and insects.   Curator Deborah Hart has already been developing this show of Williams's 
paintings and gouaches for three years.  
ONE DAY PAINTING CLASSES AT BUNGENDORE  
If you are interested in a one day painting class with one of the three Bungendore Fine Art Gallery artists listed below 
please contact the gallery on 02 6238 1640 or email artist@bungendorefineart.com.au    Held on Saturday 30 April, at 
the School of Arts Bungendore 
Oil with Terry Davys ($75) 
Watercolour with Ray Barnett ($75) 
Mixed Media with Beth Monahan ($75+$25 materials 

Australian Gardens landscape at NGA 

The Dome 

So, get up early ! Bring a thermos and a cushion (the 
concrete is cold and hard!) and enjoy. It's a great start 
to the day!. 

Chris Slotemaker de Bruine  
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ARTIST EXHIBITING OPPORTUNITIES WEBSITE 
If you are seeking a list of exhibitions and competitions to enter a useful site is to be found at  
http://www.competitionsforartists.com/ 
INAUGURAL CURTIN PRIMARY P&C ART SHOW  Friday 20th May –Sunday 22 nd May  Primary’s brand new 
Multipurpose Hall, Curtin.  Pastel, oil, photography, charcoal, watercolour, sketch / drawing media, with Students (P-2, 
3-6, 7-10) and Adult categories.   Entries close 15 April..  Enquiries curtinartshow@yahoo.com.au  
ART APPRECIATION    Art Lovers Tour to France, October 2011  
This tour first began in 1981 under the guidance of Fred Bates, then President of the Royal Art Society in Sydney. He 
wanted to put together a tour with the emphasis on Art, painting and also abundant good food and wine and most 
importantly, in the company of friends.  Tour details can be found on:www.artloverstravel.com.au but be careful – it 
could be hard to resist. 
TWO COURSES RUN BY MICHAEL WINTERS  
“The Bush, Some Pencils & You”:   A Four Day Intensive Drawing Workshop based in Rural Qld,   Saturday 2 July 
to Tuesday 5 July 2011  The workshop organiser is, Janna Pameijer, a Queensland based artist/sculptor. Janna can 
be contacted by email at janna@jannasart.com or by snail mail at 27 Ekert Rd, Curramore, Qld 4552. 
“The Greek Islands, an easel and you” : Mid September  The tour is organized by the Australian National University, 
Canberra, through the Centre For Continuing Education.  Please contact the CCE on phone: 6125 2892 or email 
Shirley Cole shirley.cole@anu.edu.au.  
Maureen's Art Supplies  is currently running a competition to win 2 places at a Helen Fitzgerald drawing workshop in 
May. To receive an entry form for this competition spend $50 in a single transaction at Maureen's between now and the 
30th April. For further information and conditions please visit the store. 
 

 
DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS 

BUVELOT PICTURE FRAMERS 
45 Colbee Court, Phillip.  Rod Luton is offering 30% off his standard professional framing costs for our members.  He is also carrying a 
range of ready made frames including ¼ sheet, ½ sheet and full sheet sizes at great prices. 
CLASSIC FRAMING 
Bob Smith at Classic Framing in Mawson, opposite the petrol station, is offering 10% off framing and framing supplies for our mem-
bers. 
JUST PICTURE THIS 
Offers quality framing at very fair prices.  Contact Elizabeth or Bill Mitchell on 02 62415935 for an appointment. 
DISCOUNT GALLERY PICTURE FRAMING 
50 Weedon Close Belconnen   Framing and art materials.  10% discount to members. 
ARTISTS SHED ART SUPPLIES, 14 Foster St, Queanbeyan. Low everyday prices. Loyalty card system. 
MAUREEN’S ART SUPPLIES 
Offers 10% discount to members.  Look under Bulletin Board to find this month’s special. 
ECKERSLEY’S – Phillip, Braddon, Belconnen, Tuggeran ong 
10% off a number of items on presentation of a membership card.  Members should also inquire about their loyalty program. 
THE FRAMING STORES – Braddon, Gungahlin- 10% off on presentation of a membership card. 
RIC BENNETT PICTURE FRAMING,  The Artists Shed, 14 Foster St, Queanbeyan. 10% reduction on  framing 
BELCONNEN PICTURE FRAMING 
66 Oatley Court, Belconnen, Discounts to members 
FRAMING PIECES, 44-46 Grimwade St, Mitchell, Discounts to members 
 (Please note that the Framing Store in Phillip doesn't give the 10% discount, but will consider it, depending on the volume involved) 

Committee Contact Details 
PRESIDENT   Tim Hardy           6258 7178 timahardy@hotmail.com  
VICE PRESIDENT   Ann Hand            6238 1629 ahand@bigpond.net.au 
SECRETARY   Bev Gaykema     6248 0131 bevkema@hotmail.com  
TREASURER   Ann Gould           62547644 annmgould@bigpond.com 
MEMBERSHIP   SECRETARY  Vivien Pinder       6242 9699 vpinder@homemail.com.au  
COMMITTEE MEMBER   Louise Emmett    6231 2785 williamemmett@bigpond.com 
COMMITTEE MEMBER   Denise Moule      62 584379 denim5@optusnet.com.au 
COMMITTEE MEMBER   Maria Bendall      6254 2906 bendallm@tpg.com.au 
COMMITTEE MEMBER Nik Rajic               6297 6085 vinrajic@yahoo.com 

Other Contact Details  

LIBRARY CO-ORDINATOR   Denise Moule denim5@optusnet.com.au 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR   Margaret  Flanagan m.m.flanagan@bigpond.com  
SUPPER/WELCOME DESK CO-ORDINATOR   Maggie Eibisch meibisch@pc.gov.au  
 

 
FROM THE EDITOR 

The contact details for the Editor, Margaret Flanagan are: Tel:  02 6286 5647 
m.m.flanagan@bigpond.com 

Deadline for the June July Newsletter is Friday 20 th May 


